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REPORT TO  
FEARLESS LEADER 
 
Report from Isaac Yudovich on the selection of Chicon 7 cosmonaut/astronaut crew 
for the eyes only of Fearless Leader. 

 

NOTE FROM
 PRINTER: 

 

We found t
his ahh, 

“note” stuck
 in with 

the masters 
of your 

first Progres
s Report. 

Didn’t know 
what to 

do with it s
o … here 

it is! 

The mission controllers of the Chicon 7 have been very vocal about the crew for their new Mercury mission, neglecting all at-

tempts at security or confidentiality.  This makes it much easier for the mother country to acquire the information on this mission.  

It is noted that if we were running such a mission (which we well might be), our security would be much tighter and details freely 

available about this Chicon 7 would only be released after a successful mission. 

Despite the typical looseness of Amerikan security which made the names of the astronauts readily available to any debil who 

cared to listen, I have, at great risk to life and limb, managed to learn a little more about the crew of Chicon 7. When I get back to 

the motherland, I will share the story of how I had to eat what they call an ―Italian beef-wet‖ in order to gather the details of be-

low. 

The first of the six astronauts is Mikhail Resnikov.  According to our research, he has been traveling to other worlds for more 

than  fifty years.  He is well known for opening up Walpurgis III, the planet of evil, has spent many years exploring the multitudi-

nous worlds of the Inner Frontier, and frequenting the space stations Kirinyaga and Velvet Comet. A top secret briefing about 

Resnikov appears attached to this report. 

Joining Resnikov is Rowena Morrillovna. She issues her reports in visual medium and has created illustrations for the reports 

filed by many other astronauts, including L’Engle, McCaffrey, Tolkien, Lovecraft, and the defector Asimov. 

Jane Frankaya maintains an enormous archive of images depicting the exploration of other worlds by such artists as Hannes 

Bok, Chesley Bonestell, Bob Eggleton, Boris Vallejo, and more.  In addition, she has written the definitive biographical diction-

ary of fantasy and science fiction artists as well as monographs on pioneers such as Powers and Berkey. 

Peggy Rae Sapiensky served as chairman of the committee that ran the 1998 mission.  She has been publishing mission reports 

in such places as ETWAS since 1960.  Over the years, she has been involved with more missions than con easily be re-con-ted. A 

second generation mission specialist, her father helped manufacture the first generation of rockets at the Philadelphia Rocket 

Works in 1953. 

Story Musgrav has flown into space on six previous missions dating back to the first space walk on the first Challenger mission.  

He is the only person to have flown missions on all of the American space shuttles. Because of this, we expect him to be a wealth 

of knowledge and allow us to leapfrog technologically and launch a new gen-

eration of spacecraft. 

John Scalziuk will ensure the rest of the astronauts perform their jobs accord-

ingly, acting as the Flight Director for Chicon 7.  He has provided the official 

record of the colony on Roanoke and compiled a chronicle of the devastation of 

North America and the resultant move to a more environmentally sound exis-

tence. 

The Chicon 7 mission is to create a self contained community with a Zócalo 

where all sorts of goods and services can be bought, sold, and bartered.  A can-

tina where the mission crew and support can arrange to have refreshments and 

conversations (we understand that the only druids that will be permitted entry 

are the hand-held variety), a galleria to display the works of astronaut Morrill-

ovna and others, as well as the collection and those represented by astronaut 

Frankaya. 

At this time, my research is still incomplete.  I’m trying to track down many 

leads about what the mission planners intend to have happen during Chicon 7 

although there are tantalizing clues.  I hope to be able to discover more for you in the coming months without having to face the 

dreaded Italian beef-wet (although I may have to learn the difference between what they call thin crust, deep dish, and stuffed in 

my efforts, apparently three very different styles of the same food). I hope to report on this Chicon 7, and include detailed brief-

ings on the other astronauts, more in the future if the Americans don’t catch me and the food doesn’t kill me. 

Clearly Chicon 7 has put together a disparate group to complete their mission. It remains to be seen the successes they will 

achieve. 
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Letter from the  
Chicon chairman 

Dave McCarty 

We’re just under 18 months out from the launch of Chicon 7!  As I write this, our countdown clock reads 540 days.  By the 

time you read this it will be even less—and we can’t wait until it hits zero! 

I want to start by thanking everyone who made this mission possible.  First and foremost, our gracious donors whose sup-

port was vital to our campaign to bring this mission home to Chicago.  It was a pleasure to meet and talk with so many great fans 

during the campaign.  I want to also give my deepest thanks to the voters for honoring us with the opportunity to host the 70 th 

World Science Fiction Convention.  

Finally, I want to thank our pre-launch team whose tireless work over the last six years made all this possible.  I have lost 

count as to how many tables we’ve sat at, parties we’ve thrown, smoothies we’ve served, but I know that our team poured their 

blood (stupid paper cuts…), sweat, and tears into it, and the end result is completely worth it. 

Now, the ―real work‖ begins!  Our ground crew is already hard at work putting together an event we think will be filled 

with fun, excitement, community and hopefully more than a few happy surprises.  We have some incredibly talented and creative 

people, and the ideas they are coming up with will amaze you! 

We’re always looking for a few more folks with enthusiasm to help this mission be a success, so if you have the inclination 

I invite you to visit our website and read up on how to get connected as a volunteer.  We need volunteers for small jobs, big jobs, 

and everything in between.  We are focused on our committee, staff, and volunteers having a good time putting together the mis-

sion, and hope that you will join us. 

Once it’s all said and done, we believe we’ll all be able to look back on this mission as one of the most successful ever.  

With our outstanding Mission Crew—Mike Resnick, Rowena Morrill, Story Musgrave, Jane Frank, and Peggy Rae Sapi-

enza, plus our Flight Director John Scalzi—we believe we’ve assembled a team for the ages.  

We welcome all of you to join us in celebrating our community, the year in Science Fiction and Fantasy, and this fine team.  

We look forward to you joining us at our Launch Facility for the five days of our Mission. 

And the countdown clock rolls on… 

Over the next several months, members of the Chicon 7 

team will be at various conventions around the country.  We 

hope you will stop by our table to find out what we’re planning, 

and perhaps volunteer to get involved. 

We are planning to have a fan table at the following con-

ventions (subject to change): 

Norwescon April 21-24 (Seattle, WA) 

Minicon April 22-24 (Minneapolis, MN) 

Eastercon April 22-25 (Birmingham, England) 

Penguicon April 29-May 1 (Troy, MI) 

Demicon April 29-May 1 (Des Moines, IA) 

Gaylaxicon May 13-15 (Atlanta, GA) 

Anime Central May 20-22 (Chicago, IL) 

Balticon May 27-30 (Baltimore, MD) 

ConQuest May 27-29 (Kansas City, MO) 

Marcon May 27-29 (Columbus, OH) 

Wiscon May 26-30 (Madison, WI) 

Duckon June 17-19 (Chicago, IL) 

Westercon July 1-4 (San Jose, CA) 

ThinkGalacticon July 8-10 (Chicago, IL) 

Cyphan July 29-31 (Chicago, IL) 

Musecon August 5-7 (Chicago,  IL) 

RENOVATION (WORLDCON) August 17-21 (Reno, NV) 

Dragon*Con Sept 2-5 (Atlanta, GA – Labor Day Weekend) 

Archon Sept 30-Oct 2 (St. Louis, MO) 

ConClave October 7-9 (Detroit, MI) 

Windycon Nov 11-13 (Chicago, IL) 

Midwest FurFest Nov 18-20 (Chicago, IL) 

SFContario / Canvention Nov 18-20 (Toronto, Canada) 

Chicago Tardis Nov 25-27  (Chicago, IL) 

LosCon Nov 25-27 (Los Angeles, CA) 

 

Obviously we would love it if you wanted to join us and 

help out at our fan tables.  If you are interested in doing so, drop 

us a line at ambassador@chicon.org and let us know which 

conventions you will be attending and are able to help us. 

Wait!  What’s that you say?  We’re not coming to your 

convention?  And we should be there?  There’s an easy way to 

solve that problem!  Volunteer to be a Chicon 7 Ambassador!  

Ambassadors can help in several ways – 

We’ll send you a t-shirt or ball cap that you can wear 

around your local convention, plus flyers and other giveaways.  

Just spend some time at your convention walking around, giving 

people information, and talking up Chicon 7.  Simple! 

Take Chicon 7 flyers and other giveaways to local gam-

ing, comic, or book stores. 

Help us connect to your local school, university, or li-

brary. 

Bring Chicon 7 information to your local SF / F book club 

or meet up. 

You can help spread the word about the awesome event 

that Chicon 7 will be!  If you are interested, email us at 

ambassador@chicon.org 
 

See you around the world! 

Chicon 7 is coming to a convention near you! 

mailto:ambassador@chicon.org
mailto:ambassador@chicon.org
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Freedom 7. Liberty Bell 

7. Friendship 7. Aurora 7. 

Sigma 7.  Faith 7. 

For many of us in fan-

dom, our love of science fic-

tion is connected to our love 

of space—and space explora-

tion.  The NASA Mercury missions of the early 1960s are, for 

many, the purest representation of space exploration.  Free-

dom 7—the first American in space.  Friendship 7—the first 

American in orbit.  Faith 7—examining what it is like to 

spend more than 24 hours in space.   

Sense of wonder at its real life finest, which is really 

what science fiction is about for many fans. 

 In thinking 

about the Chicon 7 logo, 

the Mercury missions 

immediately came to 

mind—all those 7’s just 

waiting for Chicon to 

use!  We wanted to incorporate that ―Wow!‖ feeling into our 

convention and into our logo.  Artist Rick Sternbach, who has 

done work for NASA, graciously agreed to design the logo 

for us.  We think he did a bang-up job, and hope that you love 

the logo as much as we do. 

Chicago (or at least Chicagoland) is home to three abso-

lutely fabulous space museums.  The best known is the oldest.  

The Adler Planetarium was built in 1930 and is the oldest 

planetarium in the Western Hemisphere.  It has also under-

gone an amazing renovation since the last time Chicago 

hosted the Worldcon.  Further afield, on the campus of Triton 

College in River Grove, is the Cernan Earth and Space Cen-

ter, named for Chicagoan Eugene Cernan, the commander of 

Apollo 17.  In between is the Henry Crown Space Center, a 

part of the Museum of Science and Industry. 

At the Henry Crown Center, you’ll have the chance to 

examine a full size mock-up of a lunar lander, see Borman, 

Lovell, and Anders’s Apollo 8 capsule (the first manned 

spaceship to orbit the moon), Scott Carpenter’s Aurora 7 Mer-

cury capsule, and a variety of other space memorabilia and 

exhibits. 

If the Henry Crown Center isn’t enough to capture your 

interest, wander down the hall to the rest of the Museum of 

Science and Industry, housed in one of the few remaining 

buildings from the World Columbian Exposition of 1893 (the 

other one in Chicago is the Art Institute, just down the road 

from the Hyatt Regency Chicago).  In the museum, you can 

see a captured World War II German submarine, silent film 

actress Colleen Moore’s incredible fairy castle, explore a coal 

mine, and explore various other aspects of science and tech-

nology ranging from biology to computers. 

Chicago and space 
    Steven H Silver 

Our logo 
 Dave McCarty and  

 Helen Montgomery 

...all those 7’s just 

waiting for Chicon 

to use! 
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Member Services  
Leane Verhulst, Division Head 

The Member Services Division is here to serve fans, from registration to volunteers, from info desk to op-

erations, from childcare to disability services. We will be providing details on all of these services over the 

coming months on our website and in future progress reports. Please send a note to info@chicon.org with 

any general questions, or you can send a message to reg@chicon.org for questions related to registering, to 

volunteers@chicon.org for questions related to volunteering, or to disabilityservices@chicon.org for 

questions related to disability services. 

Memberships 
Individual memberships are available for Adults, Young Adults, and Children. We also sell Family mem-

berships which reduce the cost of attendance for families of two adults with two or more children or young 

adults. In addition to these, we can place your purchase on an installment plan which will lock in the mem-

bership rate at the time you begin the installment plan. 

The table below details the current membership rate. Note that these rates will expire on September 30, 

2011. The base Family rate at this time is US $500. 

 

Types of Membership 

Attending: An Attending membership includes all publications, as well as voting and attending rights. If 

you voted in the 2012 Worldcon Site Selection election and you were a Friend of the Chicago in 2012 

Worldcon bid, then you are automatically an Attending member of Chicon as a result of paying your voting 

fee. 

Supporting: A Supporting membership includes all of the rights and privileges of an attending membership 

except the right to attend Chicon. You can always upgrade your membership from Supporting to Attending 

by paying the difference between the ―New Supporting‖ and ―New Attending‖ membership rates in force at 

the time of conversion. If you voted in the 2012 Worldcon Site Selection election, you are automatically a 

Supporting member of Chicon as a result of paying your voting fee. 

Young Adult: A Young Adult (YA) Attending membership is identical to an Attending membership but it 

is only available to people aged 17 to 21 as of August 30, 2012. This class of membership carries the same 

rights as an Attending membership (see above) including voting rights and receiving all convention publi-

 Attending Young Adult 
(17-21 year) 

Child 
(0-16 years) 

Kid-In-Tow Supporting 

New Purchase US $175 US $100 US $75 FREE US $50 

Upgrade from Supporting US $125 US $50 US $25 FREE N/A 

Upgrade from Friend US $95 US $20 FREE FREE FREE 

Chicon division chairs…speak! 

Continued on page 8  
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cations. Individuals in this age group can also be included in Family memberships (see below). YA mem-

berships can only be transferred to people who also meet the YA age criteria. 

Children and Kids-in-Tow: Child memberships are available for all children aged 16 or under as of  

August 30, 2012 and will include some hours of free professional childcare for children aged 12 or under. 

(Child care provisions will not be finalized until much nearer to the convention, but all children in any con-

vention-provided child care facility will need to be registered members of the convention.) Children aged 6 

or under as of August 30, 2012 may alternatively be registered free of charge as Kids-in-Tow. Although 

there is no charge, we encourage you to register your Kids-in-Tow as it helps us to understand the number 

of young children who may be at the convention. Kids-in-Tow memberships do not include child care. 

Children and Kids-in-Tow memberships include admission to Chicon under the supervision of an adult, but 

do not include publications or voting rights for the Hugo Awards or Worldcon Site Selection. Children and 

Kids-in-Tow may have Attending memberships (and thus have publications and voting rights) instead of 

Child or Kids-in-Tow memberships, but must still be supervised by an adult at all times. 

 

Family Memberships: Family memberships can be purchased for 2 adults and any number of dependent 

children aged 16 or under as of August 30, 2012. Children under 12 will receive the same number of hours 

of free childcare as a separate child membership. The current price for a Family membership is US $500, 

less any applicable voting/supporter discounts and this price is good until September 30, 2011. Young adult 

family members, aged 17 to 21 as of August 30, 2012 may be included in a Family membership for the ad-

ditional cost of US $25 for each young adult. 

Membership Installment Plan 
The Chicon Installment Plan enables fans to spread the cost of an Attending membership over a number of 

monthly or quarterly payments. Under the plan, you buy a Supporting membership first and then pay the fee 

for conversion to Attending membership in a series of installments. The total charge for your Attending 

Mmembership will be frozen at the time your application to join the plan is received and accepted. The 

benefits of the plan are the lock-in of the rate (protecting you against future rate increases) and the opportu-

nity to spread your costs over an extended period. Minimum payment per installment is US $50 (US $100 

for a Family membership). You can make your payments by credit card or by check (US$ only, please) sent 

to our US office. Final payment must reach us no later than June 30, 2012. You can cancel your plan at any 

time and any payments apart from the initial supporting membership will be returned to you. Installment 

plan memberships are not transferable until the full amount has been paid. If you fail to make the minimum 

payment, the rate will be unlocked and you will need to pay the current membership rate. For more infor-

mation, see our web page or contact us by e-mail at reg@chicon.org. 

Volunteers 
Chicon needs you! Every single person who works on Chicon—from the Chairman to the badge checker, 

from the person who maintains the website to the person who created this publication, from the Masquerade 

Director to the person handing out the programs for the Hugo Ceremony—everyone is a volunteer. Why do 

we do it? Those of us who volunteer reap a reward that is not obvious to the casual attendee. We love con-

ventions, and want to create the best convention possible.  By volunteering, you get to be part of that crea-

tive process.   Would you like to join in?  Send an email to volunteers@chicon.org if you are interested in 

learning what you can do to help. 

Member Services Chief’s Report continued 
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Exhibits 
John Donat 

Yes, Chicon 7 will have exhibits! Lots of them. 

We will have a dealers’ room. Greg Ketter has gra-

ciously consented to run the dealers’ room for Chicon 7. 

Procedures for applying for a dealers’ room table should 

be published shortly after Renovation, in August or Sep-

tember. Before that, you can send queries about the deal-

ers room to dealers@chicon.org. 

Art show details will be formalized around the same 

timeline as the dealers’ room.  Any inquiries before that 

should be sent to artshow@chicon.org. 

We are still doing our space plan, but we believe the 

dealer's room and art show will be in the same locations 

they’ve been in for the previous Chicons at the Hyatt 

Regency. 

Other exhibits.  You bet.  We’re planning to have 

some exhibits that will fit the Chicon 7 theme, more to 

come as things come together. 

If you have any general exhibits inquiries, you can 

reach us at exhibits@chicon.org. 

Facilities 
Bruce Farr 

We’re using the Hyatt Regency Chicago for all of 

our hotel rooms and function space.  We have a block of 

1,800 rooms available to members as well as all 228,000 

square feet of function space.  This includes the Re-

gency, Crystal, and Plaza Ballrooms and the Riverside 

Exhibition Center.  Overall there are 63 meetings rooms.  

We plan to fit the entire Worldcon under one roof!  The 

Hyatt has hosted the Worldcon several times in the past 

and is happy to work with us and is glad to see us back! 

The sleeping rooms have recently been renovated 

and upgraded, including 37‖ plasma TVs.  Room rates 

are $145 plus tax for single through quad occupancy.  

Reduced rates are available for suites, which will need to 

be reserved through the committee for party areas.  The 

hotel has 119 suites available.  All room reservations to 

members will be through the hotel and will open in mid-

January, 2012. 

Hotel restaurants include the Bistro at 151, located 

in the East Tower Atrium Lobby and 6 other bars and 

restaurants.  We’re working on extended hours and spe-

cial breakfast buffet pricing.  Connected to the hotel is 

Illinois Center with 30+ fast food and sit down restau-

rants.   

Less than a block from the Hyatt is a grocery store 

with party supplies.  Corkage is waived for suites and 

hotel rooms as well as the con’s own hospitality func-

tions.  We will have low-cost ice available to purchase 

on site as well. 

Hyatt Regency is ADA compliant, except for: a 

restroom in the third floor West Tower function area as 

well as the Buckingham room (just over 1,000 sq ft). 

For smoking, as of January 1, 2008, all indoor 

workplaces and public places (including bars/taverns, 

restaurants, private clubs, and casinos) are smoke-free in 

Chicago. Due to this law the Hyatt Regency Chicago has 

only specially designated smoking rooms available. 

The hotel is next to Chicago’s Magnificent Mile.  

It’s a short walk to the Chicago Loop, shopping, enter-

tainment, museums, and parks. 

 

Programming 
Bobbie DuFault   

We are beginning to get the people and ideas in 

place for Chicon programming and the Programming 

team would love to hear your ideas.  We are very excited 

by some of the ideas and technologies we are forming up 

to work with at Chicon.  Especially exciting will be our 

collaboration with Dragon*Con, which happens to be on 

the same weekend in 2012.  We have plans in the works 

to do some simultaneous paneling with professionals 

from both conventions interacting through a sort of vir-

tual meeting, both with live audiences in the rooms at 

their respective conventions.     

 We hope to raise the energy and excitement of pro-

gramming back up to the levels found when it was 

new.  We want to enable you to be proud to be geek, to 

be a fan, to be a part of the long-standing traditions and 

the new traditions as well.  We want to enchant and de-

light you at every turn, to keep you coming back for 

more.   

With this in mind now is a great time to give us 

feedback on what you want to see at Chicon.  What are 

your favorites, what new and exciting thing have we not 

yet done, how can we make it all new, fresh, and exciting 

again?  We are in process of setting up our web links so 

that you can suggest programming ideas and let us know 

if you are someone who would like to share their exper-

tise as a panelist.  Please don’t hesitate to drop us a line 

at programming@chicon.org.   

 

Hospitality  
Ann Totusek 

Are you ready for the F.E.A.S.T? (Fans Eating All 

Sorts of Things). 

Are you a fan of good taste? Do you know of that 

special dish you've got to introduce the Worldcon to? If 

you're a member of a fan group—be it a regional club, a 

fannish special interest group, or a convention, we'd love 

to have your group host a meal in the ConSuite at Chicon 
Continued on page 18   
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Mike Resnick was the natural Guest of Honor choice for a 

Chicago Worldcon.  A native son of that toddling town, he’s 

earned more awards for short fiction than any other author—

ever.  From 1989 to 2010, SF fans placed Mike Resnick’s 

name on the Hugo nomination ballot a whopping 20 times, and 

they’ve sent him home with five of those silver rocket ships.  

Obviously, we love his stories. There are so many great Res-

nick stories, and fortunately for us, they keep on pouring out 

from this most prolific of writers. 

He’s taught us the fables of the Kiyuku people, taking part of 

Africa into outer space with his Kirinyaga story cycle, and 

returning us to Earth to 

chart humanity’s extinc-

tion in his Seven Views of 

Olduvai Gorge.  We’ve 

learned much from Ethan 

Owen’s regret and Pricilla 

Wallace’s passion in Res-

nick’s ―Travels With My 

Cats,‖ and we’ve stalked 

the streets of alternate 

Manhattan alongside his 

private eye, John Justin 

Mallory.   

It hasn’t been all space-

ships and aliens, though. 

Before writing science 

fiction, Mike labored 

anonymously in the 

―adult‖ writing field for a 

dozen years writing over 

200 novels.  ―You may 

view my post-1980 ca-

reer,‖ he says, ―as a public 

penance for my pre-1980 

career. By the time I 

started writing serious 

science fiction, I pretty 

much had my own style 

and outlook. I suppose if 

any single writer had an influence on me it was Bob Sheckley, 

both for his accessibility, and for the fact that he was able to 

sell all the humor he could write. I love humor, and I’ve sold 

well over 100 funny stories and a few funny novels, which I 

probably wouldn’t have attempted in such quantity without 

Bob’s example.‖ 

When asked which of his stories means the most to him and 

why, Mike mentions two.  His story ―For I Have Touched the 

Sky‖ received nominations for a Hugo and Nebula and then 

won awards in other countries. That was when he finally knew 

―I had something very special in the Kirinyaga stories, that I 

could mine them for many more meaningful stories, which 

was not immediately clear to me when I wrote the first one.‖  

In his other personal favorite, ―A Princess of Earth‖ (which 

lost the Hugo to ―Travels With My Cats‖), a lonely widower 

rescues a naked man shivering in his snowy backyard who 

claims to be John Carter of Mars. ―We entered fandom, back 

in 1962, through the Burroughs door,‖ says Resnick, ―and I 

was glad to repay the favor. More to the point, I am deeply in 

love with my wife, and I have a feeling that my behavior, if 

she dies first, would be as strange, as foolish, and as noble as 

the narrator’s.‖ 

Whenever I get the chance, 

there are two things I ask 

great writers. First,  whose 

writing makes them sit up and 

take notice.  Mike Resnick’s 

favorites in the field are C. L. 

Moore, Bob Sheckley, Alfie 

Bester, Jim White, Barry 

Malzberg, George Effinger, 

Olaf Stapledon, ―and a hand-

ful of others. They’re at the 

top of my list not only be-

cause they are brilliant writ-

ers, but because they are bril-

liant in ways or areas that I 

am not.‖ For the same reason, 

his favorites out of the field 

are Robert Ludlum, Damon 

Runyon, Edward Whittemore, 

Raymond Chandler, Nikos 

Kazantzakis, Jim Ellroy, and a 

handful of others. 

And I ask them to share the 

best and worst advice they 

ever received on writing and 

publishing.  Take notes: for 

Mike Resnick, the best advice 

was ―never do an editor’s 

work for him. Which is to say, never decide not to send a story 

or a book to a certain editor because you think, based on what 

you’ve gleaned of his taste, that he won’t like it. Maybe he 

won’t, but let him reject it; don’t you do it for him.‖  And the 

worst? ―Slant your story toward an editor’s perceived taste. 

It’s hard enough to write a good story that excels in what you 

want.‖ 

Yes, he is a consummate pro SF writer, but if you ask him, 

Mike Resnick will tell you that he still considers himself a fan. 

What drew him and his wife Carol into fandom? ―The first 

Mike Resnick, Mr. Wow! 
Brenda Sutton 
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fans we met, at the 1963 Worldcon, in the Burroughs Biblio-

philes, and Chicago fandom, were endlessly interesting people 

whose companionship we enjoyed, so we decided to pursue 

this hobby and have never regretted it. To this day I still read 

fanzines, I still write for them, I still number as many fans as 

pros among my close friends.‖ 

And of all the pros he knows, and Mike knows a lot, the one 

he ―admired and [has] tried to emulate, not in his writing but in 

his relationship to fandom…is Bob Bloch, the best friend sci-

ence fiction fandom ever had. If I can do half as much for fan-

dom as he did, I’ll be well satisfied (and so, I think, will fan-

dom).‖ 

As a fan and a pro, Mike’s been to more than his fair share of 

conventions and Worldcons. ―I hope that Chicon 7 will be my 

best, but to date I’d have to say my very first Worldcon was 

my best experience. It’s where Carol and I met most of our 

heroes and heroines for the first time, discovered our fannish 

family, and decided to go to that family’s annual reunion 

whenever possible. Chicon 7 will be our 40th.‖ 

And his worst con experience?  ―I’ve often wondered,‖ says 

Mike, ―why anyone who attended the 1968 Worldcon banquet, 

with its 95-degree heat, no air conditioning, and the rambling, 

endless Guest of Honor speech ever attended another—

especially considering that most of us had to run a police cor-

don just to get to the Claremont Hotel (yclept the Transylvania 

Hilton) in the first place.‖ 

When you spot Mike at the countless conventions he attends, 

it’s a good bet he’s working on panels—a lot of panels.  So, if 

he could sit on a ―dream panel‖, who would be sitting behind 

the table with him?   And what would they talk about? ―I love 

the unwritten history of our field, the stories that have never 

been codified between covers. I’d like to be on that panel with 

Frank M. Robinson, Robert Silverberg, and Joe Haldeman.‖  

And you’d better believe that panel would be SRO. 

Amongst their many fannish accomplishments, Mike and 

Carol Resnick are Master Class costumers who have won four 

Worldcon masquerades. ―Carol designed and made them all; I 

just wore them.‖  His personal favorite walks down the cos-

tuming runway were Chun the Unavoidable and Lith the 

Golden Witch from Jack Vance’s The Dying Earth (which was 

Most Authentic at Torcon 2), and The White Sybil and The Ice 

Demon from Clark Ashton Smith’s Hyperborean story cycle 

(which was Best in Show at Discon II). Carol’s favorite was 

The Avengers of Space, from the Henry Kuttner novella of the 

same name (which was Best in Show at the 1979 NASFIC). 

And the worst aisle walk? ―1976, at MidAmeriCon. We were-

n’t on a presidium stage, but on narrow tables that wound 

through the audience.  Carol had been glued into her mask/

headdress, had lost contact lens during the first run-through, 

and could barely see the tables.‖ 

Unfortunately for us, Mike says there will never be another 

costume in his future.  First, you must know that animals have 

been an important part of his life.  He’s stood the middle of a 

herd of African elephants where he ―developed an unending 

love for these gentle giants.‖  He’s spent decades writing about 

horse racing and purebred collies. So, not surprisingly, there’s 

one costume he regrets never getting a chance to show.  ―We 

wanted to do Jenkins and the dogs from Cliff Simak’s City 

when the NASFIC was held in Louisville. We bred and exhib-

ited our collies all over the country, and I wanted to go onstage 

as the robot with maybe half a dozen of my champions, whom 

I could control just with vocal commands. The Galt House 

[Hotel] was sure the dogs would panic in front of an audience 

and wouldn’t allow it. We explained that these same dogs had 

shown at Westminster and the International and other shows 

that all drew far larger audiences, that they were used to 

crowds and wouldn’t wig out when the audience cheered, but 

the hotel was adamant, so we went as The Avengers of Space 

instead.‖ 

Granted, Mike Resnick is an inspiring writer on his own, but at 

the time of this writing, he also has worked with 45 credited 

collaborators.  (He keeps begging his talented daughter Laura 

to collaborate with him, but she won’t. ―She wrote the intro-

duction to With a Little Help from My Friends, a collection of 

26 of my collaborations, explaining why she won’t collaborate 

with her tyrannical father. (Me? Sweet, thoughtful, shy, retir-

ing, me???)‖ 

In addition to those 45, wife Carol Resnick (whom he has de-

scribed as his ―uncredited collaborator‖) helped with hundreds 

of his solo stories, dozens of novels, and the screenplays for 

Santiago and Widowmaker.  So what's it like to collaborate 

with a spouse? ―Carol [takes] the lead on the action scenes, as 

she’s much more visual than I am.  I leave pages for her each 

night (well, early morning) when I go to bed, and when I wake 

up she’s line-edited them and/or written her comments on 

them. I do not always take her advice, but I have never taken it 

and had a story or book fail to sell the first time out of the 

box.‖ 

And now, an exciting announcement. In keeping with his 

history of successful collaborations, Mike offers an opportu-

nity to one very lucky new writer: The Chicon 7 Collabora-

tion Contest!  Mike plans to write the beginning of a story.  

Contestants must then offer their take on how the story should 

end.  The winner, selected by Mike, actually gets to collabo-

rate with him on this story!  Watch for the next Chicon 7 pro-

gess report for more details on the contest. 

“You may view my post-1980 

 career as a public penance for 

my pre-1980 career. By the time I 

started writing serious science 

fiction, I pretty much had my own 

style and outlook.”  
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So, everyone reading this remembers that Chicago 

ran for the 2008 Worldcon and lost, right?  Lost by 12 

votes, right?  Out of like 1600 votes cast, right?  Right?  

Alright, forget about that. The thing that is important is 

what did we learn from this experience?  Quite a few 

things, actually…but the one that matters now is the cau-

tionary tale.  What tale might that be?  I like to call it the 

―What happened to all the money?!‖ tale. 

In their current form, Worldcon bids are advertising 

machines that are working on a two part sales process.  

The ultimately more important part is the ―convince 

them to vote for you‖ process, but that really doesn’t 

have a bearing on the cautionary tale.  The ―convince 

them to give you money‖ process is the one that is rele-

vant to the story.  Getting people to give you money is 

important, no doubt. This is an advertising campaign and 

those take money.  For the 2008 campaign, we raised just 

about $45,000 over the 4 years of the bid and every dol-

lar mattered.  At the end, we’d spent over $42,000 of it.  

If we hadn’t convinced a lot of other people to give us 

some of their money, the campaign wouldn’t have hap-

pened. 

So, we raised all the money we ended up needing, 

plus a little…so we did OK, right?  Many people would 

say yes, but once we got to the end of it and I looked at 

where we were, I didn’t think so.  Had we won the vote, 

we’d caused ourselves a serious problem.  I can sum up 

the largest part of the problem in one word, and that 

word is ―Friends.‖ The ―current etiquette‖ is that anyone 

who is a friend of the bid and votes in the site selection 

election has their attending membership…they have to 

pay no more money beyond the voting fee and what they 

gave to the bid.  Now, being a friend of the bid usually 

involves giving a lot more money than just the base 

amount, so everything should be fine, right?  Well…not 

really. 

Bids are excellent machines for spending money, 

especially in a contested race.  The money a ―Friend‖ 

gives the bid should (by rights) be spent on the bid…

giving more to help the bid do more and advertise better.  

That benefit the friend gets is pretty hefty though.  The 

voting fee for the 2008 election was $40.  This means 

that each friend who voted gave the convention $40.  

Their upgrade to an attending membership ($80 for all 

other voters) was then complimentary.  This process 

wasn’t unique to us, it was standard practice.  Everyone 

did it.  This means that 100 ―friends‖ created a liability 

to the convention of $8,000, 200 would be $16,000.  

From talking with a bunch of bids over the last 6 years…

by the time you get to the vote, 200 friends seems a 

pretty frequent number.  For 2008, we had a good deal 

more. 

The exact liability we’d created still makes me 

queasy…I can’t bring myself to type it.  I can only point 

out how easy it is to extrapolate the math.  Now I remind 

folks to go back and look at how much income the bid 

hadn’t spent, which we could use to cover the liability 

we’d created. The math wiz’s will have already figured 

out it was somewhere over $3,000.  Not even close to 

enough.  Our convention was in the hole for the cost of a 

car before a vote was ever cast.  This promising away the 

convention’s income as part of the bid is rampant.  Eve-

ryone did it. 

In addition to the easily shown large liability for 

friends, there were also pretty usual give backs on the 

membership cost for anyone who had just been a regular 

pre-supporter.  While this number doesn’t scale up as 

dramatically or as quickly as the friend number, it is the 

same problem.  Money that was given to the bid, for the 

purpose of being used by the bid was then subtracted 

from the income of the convention.  This was all a stan-

dard part of the expected behavior for purchasing a bid 

―pre-support‖. 

So, when it came time to start up the bid for 2012, 

one of my main goals for the bidding process was deal 

with the finances differently.  The first change was dra-

matic and simple.  We decided to only actively bid for 2 

years and that gave us a projected budget in the 

neighborhood of $20,000.  So, to be safe, we set our-

selves the task of raising $25,000.  After subtracting out 

the seed money from the 2008 bid as well as projections 

of bid dues and merchandise sales, we figured we needed 

to raise $14,000. 

This brings us to the next change, which was also 

dramatic, but not simple.  I wanted to delete the word 

―pre-support‖ from the lexicon of the bid.  Everywhere 

you turned with that word, you were creating liabilities 

for the convention in the form of lost revenue.  I wanted 

to focus on the word ―donation.‖  Since we needed to 

raise $14,000, that meant we needed 700 people to do-

nate $20.  This was my initial crackpot plan.  I wanted to 

have the bid set up to only solicit donations for $20 and 
Continued on page 14   

Wrapping up the Bid 
(or, “Crackpot financing schemes and why we love them 

just as much as we hoped we would”) 

Dave McCarty 
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Wrapping up, continued 

nothing more.  We had a pretty animated discussion 

about it at one of our initial bid meetings.  

The primary concern was that many people believed 

that the existence of ―friend of the bid‖ was expected to 

such a degree that the loss of it would cause material 

damage to the bid.  We fought about it in a manner that 

felt like tooth and nail for what seemed to be most of an 

afternoon.  In this, I think there’s another object lesson 

about bidding.  Fear of not meeting expectations is an 

intense pressure on bids that works really hard to keep 

them from changing any existing bidding behaviors. It is 

a tremendously frightening thing to think of dedicating 

as much of yourself as it takes to run a bid and come up 

short for want of not doing things ―in the right way.‖ 

In the end, we compromised when some brilliant 

person (*cough*Helen*cough*) suggested that we set a 

friend rate of $100 and escrow $80 of it.  This worked 

perfectly.  The bid could focus on finding 700 people 

and folks could be friends or not as they chose without a 

large negative impact to the convention.  We still had a 

good deal of trepidation in the run up to our coming out 

party at Denvention, mostly focused around the anxiety 

involved in trying something this new.  We needed to 

make sure that people understood they were donating 

and not pre-supporting…which we knew was unusual so 

we prepared ourselves for a cold reception. 

The first public hearing of the crackpot plan was at 

the fannish inquisition at Denvention.  I had a knot in my 

stomach as I went through the speech and prepared my-

self for a whole lot of ―what do you mean?‖ kind of push 

back. We got applause. None of us really expected that.  

Actually, our entire coming out at Denvention was some-

thing none of us expected.  For a bid, the Worldcon you 

announce at is likely going to be your best performance 

you will see.  As such, I had this fantasy about how 

many donations we could take in at Denver.  I shared my 

target with the team as we approached the convention 

and asked everyone to work hard to raise the money we 

were going to need.  At the end of the convention, when 

we finally counted up everything we’d taken in…well, 

we’d tripled the fantasy number I had in my head.  In 

fact, we’d taken in over half of the donations we’d need 

for the next two years.  It was quite a warm reception. 

Over the course of the two years of the bid…we did 

get some push back but we always tried to be honest and 

understanding.  We frequently told folks if getting some-

thing off your attending membership was something they 

really required, they should not donate and just save their 

money for their attending membership and we would 

love them just the same for taking the time to talk with 

us.  I think I can count the number of people who didn’t 

kick in without needing to remove my shoes.  To my 

knowledge we really only had one person actually get 

offended at our donation model.  All told, it seemed to be 

received very well. 

So, how did the bid do financially?  Well, I think we 

proved exactly what we wanted to prove. 

Our donation income was almost dead on our ―700 

at $20‖ that we’d started this plan with and we kept our 

expenses almost dead on our napkin calculations from 

early 2008.  It’s almost like we knew what we were do-

ing, but that’s a bit much to assert…so I’ll merely say 

our lives were blessed.  The astute among you will note 

that our escrow at $80 a head doesn’t quite cover the $95 

conversion fee so our created liability is not entirely cov-

ered by the escrow.  Well, yeah. We picked the number 

we thought would work at the start but when it came 

time for setting the voting fee and conversion rate, we 

just couldn’t hold it there.   However, the $3,435 short-

fall that represents was covered by other bid funds that 

we passed along to the convention, so we figure you’ll 

forgive us our lack of foresight on that one. 

So, at the end of all that, what did we learn?  We 

learned that fans will still donate to bids, out of the good-

ness of their heart without expecting anything other than 

thanks and love from the bid and a truly excellent World-

con in return. We also learned that as long as you work 

hard to be clear about operating on donations at the bid 

table, you don’t encounter many problems with misun-

derstandings or hurt feelings. Finally, we learned that the 

donation model can raise just as much money as the pre-

support model and do so without putting any real finan-

cial burden on the convention should you win. We hope 

any prospective bidders out there can take what we 

learned and build on it.  Personally, any bid that tells me 

all I get for my money is their thanks, a good bid, and a 

great Worldcon?  They’ll get at least $20 from me, 

maybe more. 

Chicago in 2012 Bid Accounts 
 Bid Revenue 
 Pass-along from Chicago in 2008   $3,621.99 

 Donation Income $14,242.75 

 Escrow Funds $18,320.00 

 Bid Committee Dues   $6,124.87 

 Miscellaneous Income      $976.00 

 $43,285.61 

 Expenditures 
 Bid Parties $11,197.09 

 Advertising   $4,259.07 

 Administrative Expense   $1,158.87 

 T-Shirts and Other Paraphernalia   $1,731.00 

 Equipment   $1,258.40 

 Meeting Expenses      $314.49 

 Taxes and Fees        $30.00 

 $19,948.92 

 NET REVENUE $23,336.69 
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MEMBERS  

A0805 Emma Abraham 

A0457 Eve Ackerman 

A0460 Gary P. Agin 

A0847 Michael J. Ahlers 

A0205 John Aitken 

A0869 Dorothy Allyn 

A0465 Carol Ann Alves 

A0466 James Alves 

S0842 Anouk Arnal 

A0210 Yoel Attiya 

A0472 David M. Axler 

A1129 Robert T. Balder 

A0214 Pat Bamford 

A0215 Allen Batson 

A1134 Jan Bender 

A1284 Mike Benveniste 

A0479 Joseph T. Berlant 

S1072 Richard Bertelsen 

A0481 Joshua Bilmes 

S0854 Claudio Bottaccini 

A0486 Stephen Boucher 

A0800 Robbie Bourget 

A1077 Amy Bouska 

A0840 Morva Bowman 

A0487 Lee Bradley 

A1021 Antje Brand 

A1070 William J. Brang 

A0490 George Brickner 

A0226 Ben Brin 

A0228 David Brin 

A0907 Marcia Broswavic 

A0806 John Brown 

A1112 Phylis S. Brown 

A1099 Rebekah Brown 

A1493 Nancy Kathleen Bruce 

A1300 AAron Buchanan 

A0865 Ginjer Buchanan 

A0814 Kendall P. Bullen 

A0495 Margaret Bumby 

A1121 Rodger Burns 

A0969 Mary Aileen Buss 

A0496 Diana L. Bynum 

A1104 James L. Cambias 

A1171 Cheryl R. Carter 

A1100 Mary Lee Cascio 

A0999 Galen Charlton 

A1083 Cy Chauvin 

A1322 Elsa Chen 

A0845 Ai Ling Chow 

A0268 Flick Christian 

A0899 Karyn Clifford 

A0504 Carolyn Clink 

A0509 Norman L. Cook 

A0510 Stephen Cooper 

A0988 Kirsten Corby 

A1043 Christina Cowan 

A0965 Matt Crawford 

A0989 Samuel Crider 

A0242 Vanessa Crouther 

A0960 Jim Cushing 

A0961 Karen Cushing 

A0517 John Day 

A1289 Judy Decker 

A0519 Linda Delaurentis 

A0521 Gay Ellen Dennett 

A0524 Steven desJardins 

A1033 James Detry 

A1325 Bob Devney 

A1253 Jeanne DeVora 

A1206 Paul F. Dietz 

A1230 Jan Dimasi 

A1231 Nick Dimasi 

A1200 Dermot Dobson 

A1222 William Donohue 

A0880 Leonid Doroschenko 

A0528 John R. Douglas 

A0909 Cheri Douglass 

A0908 John Douglass 

A0966 Christine Doyle 

A1181 Katy Droege- 

 Macdonald 

A1036 Douglas Drummond 

A0255 Bobbie DuFault 

A0256 John Duff 

A1095 Roger Dutcher 

A0259 Jill Eastlake 

A0258 Donald Eastlake III 

A1135 Gary Echternacht 

A1020 Ted Witte 

Y1140 Jeffery Evans 

A1295 Julie Evans 

S0804 Bob Fabish 

A0962 Linda C. Fairbanks 

A0538 Nicholas L. Faller 

A0883 Jennie Faries 

Y1197 Ryan Ferguson 

A0900 Ken Fields 

A0540 jan howard finder 

A1307 Katherine Finegan 

A1264 Joel Finkle 

A1265 Susan Finkle 

A0979 Sharon Fitzgerald 

A1041 Mary Fitzpatrick 

A0853 Erik Fornander 

A0544 Adrienne Foster 

A0545 Steve Francis 

A0546 Sue Francis 

A0004 Jane Frank 

A1093 Laura Frankos 

A0890 Alina Fridberg 

A0848 Evan Friedman 

A0993 Mike Frighetto 

A1232 Ed Friman 

A1198 John A Fritz 

A0811 Jack Frost 

A1260 John Gamble 

A1283 Deb Geisler 

A0552 Janice Gelb 

A1304 Christopher Gerrib 

A0553 Tom Giese 

A1050 Lucinda Gille-Rowley 

A1286 Kerry Gilley 

A1314 Marilyn Gilley 

A1313 Ronnie Gilley 

A0554 Glenn Glazer 

A0815 Mike Glyer 

A0556 Diane Goldman 

A0846 Liz Gorinsky 

A0559 Aprilynn Gray 

A0824 Cathy Green 

A0891 Mark Hammergren 

A1194 Geraldine Haracz 

A0801 John Harold 

A1308 Bo3b Harper 

A1309 Sheril Harper 

A1263 Clay Harris 

A0565 Colin Harris 

A0998 Marlene Harris 

A1138 Karen Hart 

S0870 John Harvey 

A0748 Lisa Hayes 

A0849 Kristine Hejna 

A0934 Gary Helfrich 

A0935 Pam Helfrich 

A0997 Cynthia Henry 

A1290 Susan R. Higgins 

A0963 Susan Hill 

A1007 Kevin Hogan 

A0298 Edward Hooper 

A1005 Priscilla A. Hopkins 

A0844 Andreas Hoppler 

A0894 Charles Huber 

A0917 Crystal Huff 

A1006 Charles R. Hulse 

A1333 Lisa M. Hunt 

A1332 Walter H. Hunt 

A1018 Lisa Hunter 

A1298 Malcolm Hutchison 

A1023 Janis Ian 

A1247 David Ifverson 

A1174 Steve Ignots 

A1022 Linda Witte 

A0583 Hiroaki Inoue 

S0582 Tamie Inoue 

S1327 Saul Jaffe 

A0895 Ruby L. Jahr 

Y1281 Rita Jefferson 

A1054 RJ Johnson 

A0585 Lenore Jean Jones 

A1044 Stephen Jones 

A1285 Brian R. Jordan 

A1187 Michaele Jordan 

A1188 Roger Jordan 

A1084 Hubert Julian 

A1133 Diane Kaczor 

A0587 Randy Kaempen 

A0588 Sandy Kaempen 

A1246 Angela Karash 

Y1192 Eric Karpierz 

A1191 Joseph Karpierz 

A1190 Sharon Karpierz 

A0812 Michael Kaufman 

A0592 Morris Keesan 

A1105 Diane A. Kelly 

A1137 Kathleen Kemp 

A1280 Maureen Kennedy 

A0974 Peggie Kennedy 

A1088 Daniel M. Kimmel 

A0598 Deborah A. King 

A1302 Lee Kinkade 

A1114 Sandra Kinnard 

A0313 Kate Kligman 

A1228 Colleen Kobe 

A1143 Arin Komins 

A0959 Dr. Christopher 

 Kovacs 

A0603 Rick Kovalcik 

A0317 Marian Kravitz 

A1110 Edward J. Krieg 

A0318 Chris Krolczyk 

A0820 Judy Krupp 

A0821 Roy Krupp 

A1019 Petra Kufner 

A0607 Tom Kunsman 

A0609 Ruth Anne Ladue 

A0990 Claire Rojstaczer 

A0611 Stephen Landan 

A1277 James M. Landis Jr. 

A1035 Sandra Lang 

A1221 Gail Le Blanc 

A1024 Michael Lee 

S0992 Robert Leigh 

A0864 David D. Levine 

A0325 Sandra Levy 

A0614 Anthony Lewis 

A0326 Judith Lewis 

A0615 Suford Lewis 

A1296 Ruth Lichtwardt 

A0616 Danny Lieberman 

A1081 Tamar Lindsay 

A0619 Mark A. Linneman 

S0330 Steven Lopata 

A0332 Michael Lowrey 

A1122 Samuel Lubell 

If you have a membership 

for Chicon 7 and your name 

is not shown on this list, it is 

because the membership is 

set to not be shown on pub-

licly available lists.  If you 

would like to change that, 

please e-mail 

registration@chicon.org 
and notify our registration 

staff. 

Continued on page 16  
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A0807 Kathy Lull 

A1131 Marcy Lyn-Waitsman 

A1182 Steve Macdonald 

A0627 Thomas Maclaney 

A1233 Jennifer Mamajek 

A0633 Beth Marble 

A0634 Chris Marble 

A1303 Kelly Martin 

A1155 Sheryl Martin 

A1154 Steve Martin 

A1003 Joseph P. Martino 

A1251 Gail E. Mathews-

 Bailey 

A1011 Dane McGregor 

A1241 Holly McHaffie 

A1010 Donald Mead 

S0983 Michelle Melendez 

S1082 William Merriman 

A1328 Edmund Meskys 

A1329 Sandra Meskys 

A1163 Carol Metzger 

A1162 Stephen K. Metzger 

A1245 Merle Micklin 

A1096 Alex Miller 

A0649 Arthur W. Miller 

A1097 Kathy Miller 

A0654 Diane Wright Minnis 

A0360 Murray Moore 

A0361 Norman Moore 

A0664 Mary Morman 

A0665 Melissa Morman 

A0002 Rowena Morrill 

A1080 Patricia Morris 

A0005 Story Musgrave 

A1029 Todd Nadenichek 

A0882 Mark Van Name 

A0367 Winkle Nemeth 

S1173 Dave Newton 

S0799 Jane Nicholson 

A1235 John D. Nikitow 

A0829 Janet Nopper 

A0830 Marg Nopper 

A1255 Patricia Nuccio 

A0818 Earl G. R. O'Reilly 

A0677 Kyoko Ogushi 

A0860 Paul Olmsted 

A0859 Sara Olmsted 

A0682 Frank Olynyk 

A0380 Jeff Orth 

S1046 Shirley Ouw 

A1042 Christopher Parrett 

A1170 Angela Penrose 

A1169 James K. Penrose 

A1224 Thomas Peters 

S1279 David S. Peterson 

S1278 Judith S. Peterson 

A0690 Polly Jo Peterson 

A0691 Sandy Pettinger 

A0692 Pierre E. Pettinger Jr. 

A1034 Roy Pettis 

A1184 Malcolm Phifer 

A1185 Michael Phifer 

A1196 John Picacio 

A0389 Sharon Pierce 

A0954 Angela Pineo 

A1075 Max Pinkerton 

A0694 Michael Pins 

A0910 Nicolai Plum 

A0841 Alan Pollard 

A0816 Melissa H. Pollotta 

A0817 Nick Pollotta 

A1205 Vickie L. Poole 

A1331 Marianne Porter 

A1055 Robin Powell 

A1306 Frederick T. Pyter 

S0798 Mark Randall 

A1237 Katie Rathslag 

A1236 Kurt Rathslag 

A0008 Carol Resnick 

A0001 Mike Resnick 

A0394 Adam K. Reuter 

A1030 Michelle Rhoades 

A0704 Mark Richards 

A1292 Gregory Rihn 

A1026 Bobbi Rivers 

A1025 Gary Rivers 

A0836 Carol A. Roberts 

A1323 Jim Roberts 

A0837 John P. Roberts 

A0978 Sean Roberts 

A0705 Linda Robinett 

A0838 Nathalie Rochon 

A0395 Margaret Rodriquez 

A0797 Robert Roehm 

A1261 Marta A. Rose 

A0397 David Row 

A1195 Bill Rowe 

A1051 Mark Rowley 

A1012 Beth Rubin 

Y1014 Elinor Rubin-

 McGregor 

C1013 Jordan Rubin-

 McGregor 

A0716 Juan J. Sanmiguel 

Y1053 Nick Santore 

A1039 Valerie Santore 

A0009 John Sapienza 

A0003 Peggy Rae Sapienza 

A0717 Robert J. Sawyer 

A0007 John Scalzi 

A0010 Krissy Scalzi 

A0719 Isabel Schechter 

A0985 Scott Schechter 

A1116 Fran Scherer 

A1115 Steve Scherer 

A0802 Jim Schneider 

A0803 Marlys Schneider 

A1293 Georgie Schnobrich 

A1065 James Schulte 

A1064 Paula Schulte 

A1256 Jon Scotese 

A0723 Eric P. Scott 

A1164 Howard Scrimgeour 

A0724 Teri Sears 

A1040 Amelia K. Sefton 

A1291 Elizabeth Shack 

A1001 Ron Shapland 

A0852 Katherine Shaw 

A1000 Michael Sheffield 

A1004 Sharon Sheffield 

A1136 Mike M Shepherd 

A0735 David Singer 

A0736 Jeff Singer 

A1219 Mary Lynn Skirvin 

A1045 Mandy Slater 

A0739 Kathleen Sloan 

A0740 Matthew Sluis 

A1079 Everett B. Smith 

A1266 Vicki Smith 

A0744 Kenneth M. Smookler 

C0810 Alex Snyder 

A0809 Bret Snyder 

A0808 Christine Snyder 

A0415 K.G. Snyder 

C0832 Tristan Snyder 

A0996 Leslie Solheim 

A1031 Charissa Spencer 

A0819 Henry Spencer 

A1047 Robert Spencer 

A0746 Spike 

A1249 Jason A. Spitzer 

A1248 Sheldon Spitzer 

A0747 Kevin Standlee 

A1202 Mary Ann Stefek 

A0750 Harold Stein 

A0751 Edie Stern 

A0752 Alan Stewart 

A1127 Risa Stewart 

A1126 Sandy Stewart 

A0968 Michael Stietenroth 

A0967 Michelle Stietenroth 

A1061 Hugh Storms 

A1062 Norma Storms 

A0987 Samuel Stoute 

A0753 Kelly ET Strait 

A0754 Matthew Strait 

S1002 Sheila Strickland 

A0863 Geri Sullivan 

A0939 Bill Surrett 

A1330 Michael Swanwick 

A0906 Joanne Swenski 

A0858 Steven Szymanski 

A1234 Michael Terhume 

S1180 Kerry Elizabeth 

 Thompson 

A1186 Geoffrey Thorpe 

A0977 Barbara Trumpinski 

A0976 Thomas Trumpinski 

A1092 Harry N. Turtledove 

A1139 David Van Horn 

A1094 Barbara Victor 

A1089 Paul E. Von Buhr 

A0442 Alex Von Thorn 

A0896 Diana L. Walter 

A0850 Christine Ward 

A1274 Art Warneke 

S0861 Julian Warner 

A1294 Lawrence Evans 

A0980 Sydney Weinstein 

A0785 Caroline Westra 

A0786 Clark Wierda 

A1282 Ken Winiarski 

A1201 Jessica Wisniewski 

A0788 Sally Woehrle 

A0789 Taras Wolansky 

A0790 Lew Wolkoff 

A0825 Amy Woolard 

A1267 Linda Wright 

A1326 Don York 

A0792 Virginia Youngstrom 

A0839 Tony Zbaraschuk 

A0795 Richard Zellich 

A1321 Elizabeth Zipser 

A1320 Michael Zipser 

Members, continued 

 Find the Spaceship! 
This spaceship          is hidden somewhere within this progress report!  See if you find it!  When 

and if you do, let us hear from you at publications@chicon.org.  Each correct entry will be 

eligible to win one of five autographed books from Chicon’s Guest of Honor Mike Resnick, in a 

drawing to be held at this year’s Worldcon.  Check the Renovation daily newsletter for details. 

You need not attend the drawing to win—just pass along your contact info with your entry.  

Where’s the spaceship?  
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Board of Directors: Raymond Cyrus, Jill  

 Eastlake, Dave McCarty, Helen Montgomery, Marah 

Searle-Kovacevic, Steven H Silver,  Leane Verhulst 

President:  Steven H Silver 

Secretary:  Helen Montgomery 

Treasurer:  Tom Veal 

Divisions: 

Chairman:  Dave McCarty 

Flying Monkees:  Bobbi Armbruster,  

Helen Montgomery, Steven H Silver 

Budgets:  Ben Yalow, Sydnie Krause 

Treasurer:  Joyce Hooper 

Speaker To Dragon*Con:  Warren Buff 

Wiki Setup:  Colin Harris 

IT Administration:  Mike Pins 

Artistic Director:  Geri Sullivan 

Staff:  Alice Lewis, Andrew A. Adams 

WSFS:  Jeff Orth 

Hugo Administration:  Diane Lacey 

Site Selection:  Ruth Lichtwardt 

Business Meeting:  Donald Eastlake III 

Programming:  Bobbie DuFault 

Academic:  Beverly Friend, Elizabeth Anne Hull 

Adult/GLBT:  Gene Armstrong 

Phineas Tyler:  Phil Foglio 

Database Guru:  Jerry Geiseke 

Exhibits:  John Donat 

Deputy Division Head:  Mike Jencevice 

Dealer's Room:  Greg Ketter 

Member Services:  Leane Verhulst 

Registration:  Randy Kaempen 

Sales to Members:  Barb VanTilburg 

Disability Services:  Cori Callicotte 

Volunteers:  Pat Nuccio 

Information Desk:  Sandra Levy, Pat Sayre McCoy 

Member Disservices:  Sam Paris 

Deputy Division Head:  Scott Evil 

Skullduggery:  Alfred Bester 

Dirty Tricks:  B. Badenov, N. Fatale 

Defenestration:  W.E. Coyote 

Theft:  Jim DiGriz 

Deconvenience Removal:  Kai, Tarin Bul, John  

Casey, Beatrix Kiddo, Wesley Gibson 

Additional Taxation:  Vlad Harkonnen 

Events:  EM Hologram 

First Night:  Sondra de Jong 

Publications:  Guy Lillian 

Program Book: Rose-Marie Lillian 

Production:  Terrence Miltner 

Web Site:  Alex von Thorn 

Content Management:  Kate Kligman 

Web Content:  Mike McMillan 

Proofreading:  Teresa Jansen 

Newsletter:  Tom Galloway 

Marketing:  James J. Murray 

Social Networks:  Meg Totusek 

Convention Tables:  Marah Searle-Kovacevic 

Chicon 7 Staff List  

Continued on page 18   
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7.  You'll be able to strut your culinary stuff with the 

help of our ConSuite staff and promote your group or 

convention at the same time!  More information will be 

forthcoming in future PRs, but if you're as excited as we 

are and just can't wait, feel free to contact us at  

hospitality@chicon.org and we'll give you as many de-

tails as we currently have. 

 

Publications  

Guy Lillian 

 Chicon 7 Progress Report 1 is a collaborative 

effort of the entire Chicon committee.  Special thanks to  

STEVEN H SILVER, HELEN MONTGOMERY, 

BRENDA SUTTON, and DAVE MCCARTY for their 

efforts, and to everyone involved in the convention for 

their support.  A special shout-out to GERI SULLIVAN 

and several others for their eagle-eyed proofing. 

 ALAN WHITE is the genius responsible for the 

cover to this issue.  He has worked his artistic magic on 

fanzines ranging from Guy Lillian’s Challenger to John 

Purcell’s Askance to many a publication in Las Vegas, 

where he hangs his hat. 

 Hailing from the Toledo area, KURT ERICH-

SEN (inside front cover) has won the William Rotsler 

Award for his inspired cartoonery, and has spread his 

unique wit fandom-wide.   

 CHARLIE WILLIAMS (Resnick piece) has 

been adorning fanzines and doing superb commercial art 

in Knoxville, Tennessee for decades.   His portraits of 

the Guests of Honor at Noreascon 4 were a highlight of 

that worldcon’s souvenir book. 

 GUY AND ROSE-MARIE LILLIAN edited that 

souvenir book and this progress report.  Though Rosy 

did all the work, Guy still claims it as GHLIII Press  

Publication #1093.   

 Future progress reports will each feature infor-

mation about Chicago and an article/interview with one 

of Chicon’s Guests of Honor.  Our supervising ―Flying 

Monkee,‖ STEVEN H SILVER, editor of the Hugo-

nominated Argentus, hopes to involve other members of 

the fanzine community in our PRs, so if you’re interested 

in contributing artwork, text, or assistance of any kind to 

Chicon’s publications, please contact us at publica-

tions@chicon.org.   We’d be ecstatic to hear from you! 

 A personal note: Guy & Rosy have fond  

memories of Chicago, especially the aforementioned 

Museum of Science and Industry.  During the 2000  

Chicon, they visited that splendid edifice…and became 

engaged there!  The museum, Chicago, and Chicon have 

a special place in their hearts!  

Division reports, continued 

Flyer Distribution:  Gary Blog 

School Outreach:  Sandra Levy 

Hospitality:  Ann Totusek, kT FitzSimmons, Marah 

 Searle-Kovacevic 

Hugo Loser's Party (Renovation):  Marah Searle-

Kovacevic 

 

Facilities:  Bruce Farr 

Hotel Liaison (Hyatt):  Raymond Cyrus 

Space Allocation:  Leah Farr 

Staff: Diane Blackwood, Glenn Glazer, Dina Krause, 

George Krause 

 

Staff list, continued 
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